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This report of an intemation~ symposium, forming 
a Supplement to the Zentralblatt fur Bakteriologie, 
contains 49 contributions. It is divided into sections 
on taxonomy, ecology, morphology and physiology, 
genetics, biosynthesis and on pathogenicity and serol- 
ogy. In such a plethora of topics every reader will find 
some~ing of interest, but most of the other papers 
will not be up his street. Its main audience will be 
microbiologists: it contains much less for biochemists. 
Nevertheless, this volume is well worth perusing 
by the large number of biologists with interest hat 
spans a diversity of fields around biochemistry, 
genetics, ecology and microbiolo~. 
The nocardias and streptomycetes are important 
groups of organisms which until recent years have 
been relatively neglected except for their production 
of antibiotics. This volume provides a better perspec- 
tive. These organisms - numerica~y important in 
soil - have many unusual microbiolo~c~ features, 
and are now being found to have many unusual fea- 
tures in their biochemistry. The nocardias in partic- 
ular are versatile in the substrates they attack;strepto- 
mycetes eem specially versatile in their production 
of metabolites. 
For a collection of papers of this type I was 
pleasantly surprised at the number of papers that 
touched on my own area of interest. The standard 
naturally varies a good deal. The presentation however 
is much more even; the editors must have taken some 
pains to ensure such a good standard with such diverse 
material. Many contributions contain new - or at 
least novel - points of view, or stimulating new 
findings. The volume can be recommended for an 
up-to-date account of knowledge on these organisms. 
P. H. A. Sneath 
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In teaching raduate students, I have become pain- 
fully aware that the undergraduate in science may have 
acquired considerable experimental skill and a good 
back~ound of special&d knowledge but that he or 
she is woefully ignorant of the need for an adequate 
command of the English language. This defect is one 
penalty of having an educational system which demands 
specialisation from the age of fifteen and which rushes 
the school-leaver through an intensive three year 
undergraduate training. 
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